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quite a lot of opposition research on Ashcroft in the 1994 Senate race. Ashcroft had previously served as Missouri's
governor from 1985 to 1993 and there was quite a bit of dirt dug up about Ashcroft -- dirt that eventually made it back to
Alabama upon Johnson's return and into the hands of Rove, Riley, and Fuller.

When the political prosecution of Siegelman was being devised while Ashcroft was Attorney General, he was allegedly
blackmailed into not taking any action that would derail the prosecution of Siegelman. The dirt on Ashcroft in Missouri
was enough for him to remain silent as the political hit on Siegelman was being crafted in Montgomery, Alabama and
Washington.

WMR's sources in Alabama report that the jailing of Siegelman was a warning to others not to take on the criminal
syndicate that surrounds Riley and his close pals, including Rove, who now serves as a Fox News contributor and
Newsweek columnist, and Riley's newest business friends, including Giuliani and Mukasey.
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